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*“ THE FURNACE FOR GOLD.” 


( Concluded from page 205.) 


EVERAL cardinal truths or inftru€tive inferences natural- 
ly prefent. 

1. It is evident if the three captives had been under the in- 
fluence of felf-love only, that they would have complied with 
the king’s mandate. For by the circumftances with which 
they were furrounded, and the perfonal objects by which they 
were aflailed, they would have gone with the current if under 
the dominion of felf-love. No man under the dominion of 
felf-love ever yet withftood fuch a current and torrent of felf- 
ifh motives. As quick as thought or the motion of light, 
felf-love will embrace the objet of private honour, profit or 
pleafure. The objeéts of felf-love are never prefented to the 
fubjects of felf-love fooner than they are embraced. The fin- 
ner perceives and inftantly choofes. 

2. We infer that fome men are the fubjeéts of moral affec- 
tion, which is totally diverfe from felf-love, and is therefore 
difintercfled. For thefe worthies, though elevated, flattered and 
moft vigoroufly affailed by all the motives of felf-love, yet re- 
mained fixed and inflexible. The mandate of Nebuchadnezzar, 
confidering the peculiar circumftances of thefe men, promifed 
them riches for poverty, honour for difhonour, the courtly en- 
No. 7. Vol, III, Ge joyment 








Caen 


ome Bg 


; 
pai 





24.2 The Fewish Captives. [Dee. 


joyment of the world for painful obfcurity, and a life of pleas 
dure for the moit bitter death. In a word, the king promifed 
all that the world can furnith for the fubjedts of felf-love, and 
threatened all the evil that the world can infli@&: but to no 
purpofe. Nothing which the world could promife or threaten, 
could give or take away, was a motive to their compliance. 
For they loved the honour of God rather than every other ob- 
ject. ‘Their love was ftronger than death in the molt awful 
form. ‘They confidered their own lives as not valuable or 
dear compared with the honour of God in a heathen land. 
They preferred dying for God before living for themfelves. 
But in faying this, we only repeat this fublime fentiment which 
the godly captives delivered when they were oppreffively and 
{coflingly aiked to fing one of the Lord’s fongs ina ftrange land: 
“If I torget thee, O Jerufalem, let my tight hand forget her 
cunning ; if I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to 
the roof of my mouth; if 1 prefer not Jerufalem above my 
chief joy.” 

To this inference, the advocates for the religion of felf-love 
demur; and, without proper attention to the fubjeé, unwar- 
rantably affert that it is impoflible for any being, however holy, 
to be the fubject of difinterefted affection. 

The writer of this picce humbly conceives that nothing is 
neceilary except to turn the objector to the Bible and defire 
him to iettle the diipute with Chrift and the apoftle. For 
Chrift fays he came not to feek his own; and the apoftle fays, 
Charity feeketh not her own. And that charity is the fulfil- 
ling of the law. What can be more decifive ? 

Surely, in the view of thefe authorities, it_is rather prefump- 
tuous to deny the poilibility Of difinterefted or impartial af- 
fection, for infpiration {upports it. 

Ifthe objector denies the pofiibility of difinterefted affection, 
on this principle, that every” affection has its objeé, we. really 
pity his miftake. For we hold that difinterefted affection ter- 
minates on the beft object and on the beft intereft of the uni- 
verfe. If impartial charity is. reprehenfible, it is becaufe the 
prefers a dollar to a cent, a bar of gold to a grain of gold, 
and the glory of God to the private, perfonal intereft of any 
individual, not excepting felf. We know that the three wor- 
thies like Mofes had refpect to the recompenfe of reward. But 
let it be remembered, that the heavenly reward is of fuch a 
nature, that felf-love cannot relifh it ; and that no affection ex- 
cept felf-denial can realize it. Hence, fays Chrift, Except a 
man deny himfelf and take up his crofs and follow me he can- 
not be my difciple. Submiflion precedes the evidence of being 
Chrilt’s difciples. In a word; when the objector will make 
his peace with the Bible, any further anfwer to his plea will 
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be fuperfeded. But if he will not go to the Bible, let him go 
to the table of common fenfe, and it poflible, defcribe a relig- 
ion of felf-love, which is of a different nature from both felfith- 
nefs and difintereftednefs. For we believe and affert, that 
there is no moral medium between felfifh affeétion and difin- 
terefted affection. The compromifing, compounding theory 
of felf-love is but a delufion. No man can love God iupreme- 
ly and his neighbour with the love of equality, except with that 
difinterefted affe@ion which eftimates moral objects according 
to their value. | 7 

3. We infer from the noble fpirit of the three children, that 
they have had but a few real followers in any period of the 
world. However gloomy the confideration, Chrift’s flock has 
been and is ftill a little flock. The love of perfonal honour, 
opulence and pleafure governs the generality of mankind, if 
not the molt of profeffors, and even the molt of minifters. 
Alas for the day in which we live! “ For all feek their own, 
and not the things which are Jefus Chrift’s,” is but too applica- 
ble to our times. The love of riches is {trong enough to make 
many idolaters. 

4. If there was no danger on the whole attached to the 
fpirit of the three characters, we have contemplated, as we fee 
from their perfect fafety in the midft of the fevenfold heated 
furnace, where they enjoyed the company of Chrift and perfect 
foundnefs, we infer that Chriftians have the beft encourage- 
ment to perfevere in ways of holinefs. For though the days of 
miraculous agency are patt, the feafons of divine faithfulnefs 
are not; and who is he that will harm us if we be followers of 
that which is good? He who vigilantly defcended into the fur- 
nace and protected thofe worthy fouls amid the confuming 
flames, who gave them, while inveloped by the moft intenfe 
heat, a free and falutary refpiration, and fuffered not a hair of 
their heads to be injured or hurt, and confumed the king’s in- 
trepid guard who committed them to the fire, will fupport 
and protect all the friends of his kingdom. 

Go, trembling Chriftian, to the pigfns of Dura. Behold the 
golden image whofe lofty head envied the elevation of the 
{tars. Attend to the fovereign mandate of the king, which 
obliged the millions of his fubjeéts, the poor captive Jews not 
excepted, to proftrate themfelves at the dedication. See the 
devout firmne(s of the king’s three favourites, refufing on the 
penalty of being burnt alive, to move a joint of their bodies in 
token of fubmiflion to the gilded idol. See the king’s guard 
inftantly involved and wrapped up by the devouring flames as 
they approached the furnace, while the godlike captives de- 
fcend as volunteers fafely down into the centre of the 
glowing fire. Here behold them ftill in company with the 
Son 
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Son of God, whofe ineffable brightnefs outfhone the furnace, 
and fufpended the fenfation of heat. Now attend the aftonifh- 
ed king when he approaches the furnace to difcover the event. 
For he fays with a trembling voice; “ Lo! I fee four men 
Joofe, walking in the midft of the fire, and they have no hurt ; 
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. Then 
Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery 
furnace and faid, Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednego, ye fer- 
vants of the Moft High God, come forth and come hither. 
Then they came forth out of the midft of the fire, and the 
princes, governors and captains, and the king’s counfellors 
being gathered together, faw thefe men upon whofe bodies the 
fire had no power, nor was a hair of their heads finged, neither 
were their coats changed, nor the fmell of fire had paffed on 
them.” 

Now what is the confequence of this divine interpofition ? 
The king is deeply imprefled and compelled to honour God. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar faid, ‘‘ Blefled be the God of Sha- 
drach, Mefhach and Abednego, who hath fent his angel and 
hath delivered his fervants that trufted in him, and have chang. 
ed the king’s word, and have yielded their bodies that they 
might not ferve nor worfhip any God except their own God. 
Therefore I make a decree that every people, nation and lan- 
guage, which fpeak any thing amifs again{t the God of Sha- 
drach, Mefhach, and Abednego, fhall be cut in pieces, and their 
houfes fhall be made a dunghill, becaufe there is no other 
God that can deliver after this fort.””.» What a decree from a 
heathen! How amazing the event! It is of the Lord, who is 
wonderful in counfel and excellent in working. It is the 
Lord, who makes peace and creates evil, and who makes the 
wrath of man praife his holy name. Take courage, my Chrif- 
tian friends, for God who {fupported his friends in the furnace 
and brought good out of the evil of Babylon, and thus eftab- 
lifhed his name among the heathen, will fupport you, if like 
thefe’ excellent men you choofe the path of duty and leave the 
event to the adminifiration of Heaven. Surely this is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. We have 
nothing to fear, except ourfelves ; nor need we fear ourfelves, 
if the Lord be on our fide. 

5. We infer the criminality of all perfons who plead the dif- 
ficulty of fupporting the caufe of truth in times of great temp- 
tation. Thus our firft parents plead, though it was impoflible 
for the ferpent to injure them, except by their own confent ; 
and thoufands of their foolifh progeny have followed their 
wicked example. The poor man pleads his poverty, the rich 
man his wealth ; the man of bufinefs his urgent concerns at 
home and abroad ; the youth pleads the ardent temptations of 
his 
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his years ; the aged perfon pleads the infirmities of his body 
and the debility of his mind. Thofe alfo who are the fubjects of 
adverfity plead that their oppreflion is too great to permit the 
habit of proper contemplations. Thofe, likewife, whofe jot in 
life is calt among the gay, thoughtlefs, and irregular clais of 
men, plead the impoflibility of redeeming their time. Parents 
plead that they cannot govern their children, in confequence 
of the frequency of bad example prefented by others; and 
children plead that their parents are too fri and rigid. Thus 
all defcriptions and ages of perfons who do not live according to 
the fpirit of the gofpel have their excufes at hand to exculpate 
themfelves from blame. But alas, it is all delufion! for temp- 
tations will never touch us if we do not touch them. They 
will never approach us to our damage if we do not court and 
embrace them. Providence tempts no one to evil ; but we are 
tempted when we voluntarily embrace the evil which was de- 
figned to give us the opportunity to honour God by rejecting 
it, as Jofeph did when he left his garment in the hands of his 
lovelefs and impure miftrefs, but nobly retained and fupported 
his virtue. We always furrender to evil before we are taken 
by it. Striétly {fpeaking, the captives of Satan are volunteers, 
who defert from God and Chrift. If any perfons ever had oc- 
cafion to plead the force of temptation as an excufe for compli- 
ance, the three captives of Babylon might be mentioned. But 
the temptations which affailed them in the moft vigorous man- 
ner, were we fee but mere occafions for the bright difplay of 
their integrity. The more they were tempted, the more they 
manifefted the excellency of religion. Let us then like thofe 
lovely characters take the advantage of defperate times, & times 
of temptation. The furnace is for gold; and to overcome 
ourfelves is the only way to conquer all our enemies. But 


alas ! if we yield, the furnace of God’s wrath will be our por- 
tion. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON JEREMIAH XVII. 9. 


* The heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked ; 


who can know it 2”? 
No. V. 
( Continued from page z21.) 


N the Jaft number, remarks were made on the felf-deception 

of wicked men, in a ftate of moral ftupidity, with refpe& to 

the nature and performance of duty. Remarks will now be made 
on 
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on the pleas and excufes faggefted by their deceitful hearts, for 
their negle& of the divine requirements. 

Notwithftanding wicked men are willing to perform feveral 
branches of duty in an external manner, and indeed do thus 
perform them, with confiderable exactnefs ; yet it is true, gen- 
erally, that they live in the habitual neglect of fome of the di- 
vine commands, and often negle& others, either in whole 
or in part. For fuch negleé&, how bufy are their minds, under 
the influence of a deceitful heart, in framing excufes, at once 
ftupifying to the confcience, dangerous in their tendency, and 
often deltructive in their confequences ! 

Although the external performance of the divine commands 
does not conititute the fpirit or real nature of duty, yet when 
duty is performed in {pirit and in truth, fuitable expreffions in 
the outward condué will accompany it. This mult be admit- 
ted as a general truth. Mauft not the heart then be exceedingly 
deceitful as well as wicked, to devife pleas and excufes for 
neglecting to worfhip God with the body, or externally to 
perform the things which he fays ? 

Do we not fometimes hear fuggeftions like thefe? “ True 
religion confifts in inward feelings and ftrong impulfes of the 
mind; in zealous and high affections, &c. Thefe things we 
often experience ; we are perfuaded, therefore, that we are 
born of God and are the objects of his love. Of courfe our 
fituation is fafe ; for whom God loves, he loves unto the end. 
Where, then, is the neceflity of being fcrupuloufly careful and 
exact in the external performance of the duties of morality, or 
even of religion! However they may be of fome importance to 
the good order and happinefs of fociety, yet they cannot be 
neceilary to falvation. However it may be wrong, in fome de- 
gree, to neglect them, yet as this negle& is owing to remaining 
imperfection in God’s children, it will be overlooked or forgiv- 
en by him who delighteth in mercy. Since we have the root 
of the matter in us; fince we have religion enough to enfure 
our falvation, we mean not to trouble ourfelves about uneffen- 
tial matters.”” Such, for fubftance, are the pleas and excufes 
made by fome in vindication of themfelves for their neglect of 
the externals of religion and morality. Deluded, unhappy, 
miferable men! How deceitful and how wicked mutt be their 
hearts to reafon thus! However the nature of true religion 
confifts in internal exercifes, and however we cannot hold ex- 
perimental religion, rightly underftood, in too high eftimation, 
yet to place confidence in high internal feelings, and ftrong 
impulfes, &c. to place dependence. on fuppofed pat re ae 
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hearts in a holy and humble frame, nor to maintain the works of 
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morality and religion in our lives, nor to prefs forward in a 
Chriftian courfe with fortitude and perieyerance ; a ftate of 
mind like this, how delufive, how dangerous ! 

Then, faid the pfalmitt, fhall I not be afhamed, when I have 
fefpecat to all thy commandments. And, fatd the apoftle John, 
blefled are they that do his commandments. And he that faith 
I know him and keepeth not his commandments is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him. Let us not be fo led away by the deceit- 
falnefs of the heart, as to imagine that we have any fuitable re- 
{pect to the commandments ot God, unlels we practically re- 
gard them.—To be more particular ; 

How many are there who make groundlefs and finful pleas 
and excufes for their neglect of famuy prayer, baptifm and the 
Lord’s fupper! Can it reafonably be doubted that family 
prayer is a duty incumbent on heads of families? Since God 
requires his rational creatures to pray with a// prayer, is it not 
evident that family prayer is included in the requirement ? 
and efpecially as prayerlefs families are conneéted with the 
heathen as objects of God’s difpleafure, and threatened with 
the awful vifitation of hisfury. “ Pour out thy fury upon the 
heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call 
not upon thy name.” Family prayer or worfhip is evidently 
a very important duty; and furely it is a molt reafonable fer- 
vice and blefled privilege. As for baptifm and the Lord’s 
Supper, thefe are unqueitionably divine inftitutions. ‘ihey 
have upon them the ftamp of /is authority, who has an un- 
doubted right to command, and who will be obeyed’ ‘lhe 
great God of heaven will never fee his holy inftitutions difre- 
garded as an unconcerned tpe“tator. 

Were, then, a practical regard of them attended with ever 
fo much inconvenience and pain, it would be the part of wif- 
dom as well as of duty thus to regardthem. We ought to be 
willing to take up any crofs, when required, be it ever fo 
heavy, and to fubmit to any yoke or burden, be they ever fo 
grievous. But how far from being a heavy yoke and grievous 
burden are the inftitutions under confideration! To comply 
with them requires no exertions painful to the body. It isa 
fervice at once reafonable and eafy. Whence is it, then, that 
thefe duties are by fo many neglected? Have they no pleas 
and excufes to make for their neglect? That they indeed have 
pleas and excufes in their own minds for their neglect of thefe 
branches of duty, is not to be queftioned ; for did not thofe ex- 
ift, thefe would undoubtedly be performed, when exiting cir- 
cumftances would admit of it. We never neglect a practicable 
duty when we have no objection to the performance of it, nor 
do we ever, perhaps, neglect a duty, without having fome plea 
er excufe to make for our delinquent conduc. Is it not the 
lameatable 
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lamentable and awful cafe with many, that they live in the 
habitual neglect of the duties under confideration, and yet feel 
little or no difturbance of mind from confcious guilt? Are 
there not numbers of this defcription, who appear to feel as if 
they were excufeable for their neglect of thefe duties, and were 

not finning againit God and their own fouls? O dreadful de- 

lufion, awful itupidity, alarming condition! But fhould they, 
at particular times, experience reproof of con{cience, and be ex- 

ercifed with uneafinels and alarm on account of their neglec& 

of thefe duties ; and thould the Spirit of God on particular oc- 

cafions urge them to a compliance, fo as to make them like 

Felix tremble, how often do they have recourfe to their vain. 
excufes, their refuges of lies, to quiet the clamours of con- 
{cience, and to feek a dangerous repofe. 

A plea, frequently urged by wicked men for their neglect of 
prayer and the fpecial ordinances of the gofpel is, that in order 
to an acceptable obfervance of thefe ini{titutions, regeneration 
or holinefs of heart is neceflary, but as they are not the fubjects 
of regeneration or holinefs of heart, it cannot be their duty to 
pray, &c. “God heareth not finners; neither circumcifion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumcifion, but a new creature.” 
«¢ Since we are not in a fituation rightly to perform thefe re- 
ligious fervices, it cannot, under exilting circumitances, be our 
duty to perform them.’ 

Notwithftanding wicked men are very prone to confider 
obedience as confifting in external performances, and duty as 
being done when the externals of religion are performed ; and 
notwithftanding they make a very incorrect and erroneous ef- 
timate of the religious affections Of the inner man, yet it is not 
unfrequently the cafe that they urge a plea like that above ftat- 
ed, for their negleé& of prayer and the {pecial inftitutions of the 
gofpel. As this plea is, perhaps, more frequently urged than 
any other, and feems to carry with it more plaufibility and 
weight, it is deferving of particular confideration. 

Wicked men mutt be excufed for neglec& of family prayer, 
of baptifm and the Lord’s fupper, becaufe their hearts are not 
right with God; becaufe with fuch difpofitions as they now 
poffefs, the performance of thefe duties would not be acceptable 
in the pure eyes of the Divine holinefs! If, in their prefent 
fituation, an external obfervance of thefe duties would be un- 
acceptable and even difpleafing to God, furely it cannot be 
their duty to obferve and dothem ! This feems to be the {pirit 
of the plea or excufe, which wicked men often make for their 
neglect to worlhip God in their houfes; for their neglect to 
have the name of Jefus named upon them, and for their neg- 
le& to remember him at the communion table, in the celebra- 
tion of the holy fupper. By this plea or excufe, they appear,’ 
in 
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in a great meafure, to fatisfy confcience, and to fettle down in 
a ftate of moral eafe and fecurity. O the deceitfulnefs of -the 
heart! What is the nature of this plea or excufe? what is ‘its 
real language and import ? Is it not this; that becaufe wicked 
men are not reconciled to God, therefore they are excufeable 
for not praying to him, and excufeable for their neglect of bap- 
tifm and the Lord’s fupper ; that becaufe the performance of 
thefe duties with wicked and hypocritical hearts would not be 
acceptable in the fight of God, they are not under obligation 
to perform them in truth and fincerity ? Such is the nature of 
the molt forcible plea or excufe made by wicked men for their 
neglect of the duties under confideration! How unreafonable, 
how {finful, and how affrontive to that God, whofe ways are al- 
ways equal, and whofe commands are all holy, juft and good! 
And how aftonifhing that it fhould fatisfy the minds, even of 
the moft ftupid! 

A kind and excellent father requires of a child a reafonable 
and eafy fervice; but the child refufes to obey. What plea or 
excufe can the child make for its difobedience, which would 
be fatisfactory to the father? Were he to fay that he was un- 
willing, or did not choofe to perform that fervice, would this be 
fatisfactory ? Were he to plead that he was fo much oppofed to his 
father, and fo much difliked the fervice which he required of 
him, that he could not feel willing to perform that fervice, 
would this be fatisfactory ? Or were he to plead, that with his 
prefent temper of mind, he could never perform what was re- 
quired of him willingly, or with a filial and obedient difpofi- 
tion, and therefore he ought to be excufed, would this plea 
fatisfy his father? The anfwer is very obvious. ‘The father, 
fo far from being fatisfied with pleas of this kind, would view 
them, in the higheft degree, as unreafonable, as an infult offer- 
ed to his authority, and as greatly adding to the crime of his 
child’s difobedience. ‘The more pleas or excufes he were to 
make of this kind, the higher would the guilt and ill defert 
of the child arife, and the greater would be the juft difpleafure 
of the parent againft him. Mutt it not immediately be feen 
that this child deferves correction, not only for his difobedient 
conduét, but for the pleas which he is fuppofed to make in juf- 
tification of it? Yet, the conduét of this child is but a mirror, 
in which, thofe, who reftrain prayer before God, and neglect 
the {pecial ordinances of the gofpel, may fee, in fome meature, 
what manner of perfons they are. By looking into this glafs, 
they will behold the reflected features of their own character. 
Inftead, then, of foothing their deceitful hearts with the idea 
that they have not finned, Now does it become them to con- 
template with. great aftonifhment, the long fuffering and for- 


bearance of God with them in their continued difobedience, 
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and their impious pleas in juftification of it! How wonderful 
is it that the divine patience with them is not at an end, and 
that they are not cut down as cumberers of the ground ! 

The deceitfulnefs of the heart is not to be applied exclufive- 
ly to the neglect of the duties under confideration. ‘It will ap- 
ply to all other negleéted duties. Nor are the pleas and ex- 
cufes which are made for the neglect of the/z, lefs. unreafonable 
and impious than the pleas and excufes which are made for the 
neglect of thofe. Nor is the application to be made to wicked 
men only. The external performance of thefe duties may be neg- 
lected by good men, at leaft, for a feafon. This, we doubt not, is 
fometimes really the cafe. And fuch charaéters, it is prefumed, 
have pleas and excufes to make for this, their delinquent con- 
duc. But becaufe they are good men, and obey in fome 
meaiure the divine commands in fpirit and in truth, are they, 
therefore, excufeable for their neglect of thefe duties, and for 
the excufes which they make for this their neglect ? So far 
from it, that they are more blameable in the view of God on this 
very account, or becaufe they are good men. They are 
blameable, alfo, in their own view. They know, and fome- 
times very fenfibly feel that their excufes are altogether unrea- 
fonable and exceedingly finful. And hence they are fome- 
times affected by diltrefsful and agonizing emotions’of foul. A 
fenfe of their duty and the gracious influences of the Holy 
Spirit upon their minds, urge them to a practical obfervance 
of thefe neglected duties ; but Satan, in concurrence with the 
remaining corruptions of their ftill deceitful hearts, pull and 
keep them back ; and how long this may be the cafe, we pre- 
fume not to determine. But is it not reafonable to believe, 
that the old deceiver and the exifting lufts of their hearts will 
not long prevail againft their fenfe of duty ? Muft we not con- 
clude that the time cannot be far diltant, when thofe, who are 
the real friends of God and_religion, will manifeft that they 
are indeed fuch, by an external compliance with thefe, and all 
other neglected duties ? 

Such characters are entreated to fuffer a word of exhortation 
and affectionate addrefs. 

Dear brethren! why do you ftand ftill as did the Lfraelites 
at the Red Sea, when the enemy was prefling upon them be- 
hind ? God commands you as he did them, by the mouth of his 
{fervant, to go forward. Let not the fea nor any difcourage- 
ment difmay you. Say not there isa lion in the way ; a lion 
in the ftreets. Give encouragement to no objection to duty 
which may arife in your wavering and anxious minds. Treat 
all your difcouragements, not as your friends, but as your 
worit enemies. Hate them; oppote them, and declare irre- 
concileable warfare with them. Refift the devil and he will flee 

from 
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from you ; and refolve that you will, in future, by the grace 
of God, walk in all the divine ordinances blameleis. Openly 
repair to the ftandard of Chrift your leader, by publicly pro- 
fefling ‘his name and explicitly efpoufing his caufe. 

How can you find it in your hearts to poftpone to a future 
feafon, a declaration before the world of your attachment to 
your Saviour ! Can you contemplate the beauties and the glo- 
rious exceliencies of his character; can you, in imagination, 
repair to Calvary, and there behold him bleeding, agonizing, 
dying on the ignominious crofs in your behalf, that you might 
be faved from death and inherit everlafting life—Can you con- 
template thefe things and not feel your fouls drawn forth with 
that love to your Saviour, as {weetly, irrefiftibly to conftrain 
you to do whatfeever he commands you? Dear brethren, ‘be 
entreated no longer to delay the performance of thofe com- 
mands, which, as a yoke are eafy, and as a burden, light; lett 
while delaying, death fhould come upon you by furprife. 

How uncertain is your life! It hangs upon a brittle thread, 
which is liable to break by the flighteft touch, or the gentlett 
breeze. O then be perfuaded to embrace prefent opportunity, 
to do whatfoever Chrift your Saviour enjoins. 

Nor let impenitent finners vainly imagine that any confidera- 
tion will excufe them for their negled& of the duties under con- 
fideration. ‘This their negle& is altogether inexcufeable and 
unfpeakably criminal in the fight of the all holy God. . What 
mean ye then, O felf-deceivers! Awake; arife; call upon 
God, repenting in duft and afhes, and complying with his holy 
ynftitutions, that ye perifh not. 

(To be continued. ) SILAS. 








To the Editors of the Massacnusetts M. MAGAZIXE 
GENTLEMEN, vv 


IF the following addrefs toa young perfon fhould receive your 
approbation, you will pleafe to prefent it to all, who have acce/s to your 
valuable Magazine. 

©.:3ai. 


BELovepD FRIEND, 
S you look abroad, you obferve different characters. 
. Some are virtuous, ufeful and refpeéted: Others are 
vicious in various degrees; their characters are difreputable 
and their example pernicious. You obferve different opinions 
re{pecting the truths of divine revelation. You fee fome feek- 
ing felicity in one purfuit, and others, in very different pur- 
fuits. 
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fuits. Thefe things render your prefent fituation: peculiarly 
trying and interefting ; for fhould you become the companion 
of the wicked, copy their example, imbibe their pernicious 
fentiments, and live in vice and impiety, you will prepare for 
difgrace here, and endlefs mifery hereafter. 

The wife man gives you this advice, My /on, if finners entice 
thee, confent thou not. But would this advice be given, if you 
were in no danger of being enticed? Would Solomon warn 
you not to comply with the enticements of the wicked, if they 
never enticed or attempted to draw others into the prattice of 
iniquity ? Does he not affectionately warn you againtt what of- 
ten takes place? Is it not commen for perfons to defire others 
to aflociate with them ? How few are willing to be alone in any 
purfuit. Even the totally felfith perfon defires affociates, that 
he may live in fin, or puriue vicious practices, with more cred- 
it and fatisfaction. To be alone, would be more difgraceful 
in the view of the world. And if others, inftead of living in fin, 
fhould ferioufly and earneftly engage in religion, it would ex- 
ceedingly perplex and difturb his mind; for it would power- 
fully tend to convince him of his own awfully criminal and 
dangerous fituation. He would be led to confider that without 
holinefs, or vital piety, he muft inevitably perifh. To prevent, 
if poffible, this conviction and the painful feelings, which attend 
it, he entices others to aflociate with him in the practice of ini- 
quity. The more numerous his companions become, the more 
eafy and fecure he feels. Hence you may be warmly {folicited 
to join with the ungodly, the openly vicious and profane. 

As the wicked hate the ways of the upright, and are highly 
pleafed with their own manner of life, hence they will zealoufly 
entice you to walk with them ; for if they can prevail on you 
to comply, it will help to confirm them in their pleafing views 
and purfuits. : 

Many have been enticed. Some young perfons have appear- 
ed for a time to be ferious and defirous of knowing and em- 
bracing the trath: But by falling into the company of vicious, 
unprincipled perfons, or of thofe who deny the eflential doc- 
trines of the gofpel, they have been enticed to indulge them- 
felves in vicious practices, or to embrace pernicious fentiments. 
By degrees, their minds have been corrupted ; they have loft 
their ferious impreflions and concern about futurity; and 
have become awfully hardened in wickednefs.—RKevelation 
teaches us to expect fuch events.—There /hall come, in the laft 
days, fcoffers, walking after their own lufls.—Men ball be lovers of 
their ownfelves—lovers of pleafures, more than lovers of God ; hav- 
ing a form of godlinefi, but denying the power thereof.—Thefe alfo 
refift the truth, men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. 
When they fpcak great fwelling words of vanity, they allure = 
the 
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the lufls of the fief, through much wantonne/s, thofe that were clean 
efcaped from them who live in error. While they promife them liberty, 
they themfelves are the fervants of corruption. There jhall be falje 
teachers --- who prwily fhall bring in damnable herefies. And many 
JSoall follow their pernicious ways. 

It is now a period of peculiar exertions on the part of the 
wicked. Three unclean fpirits (Rev. xvi.) are now abroad in 
the earth, enticing and corrupting many ; leading them to cait 
off all reftraint, and fulfil the defires of the fiefh and of the 
mind. We are informed that thefe evil fpirits will have great 
fuccefs in promoting wickednefs, and combining men againit 
the Almighty. Hence you may be in great danger of being 
enticed to follow a multitude in the paths, which lead to final 
ruin. And very artful methods may be ufed to feduce and ru- 
in you. 

You may be enticed by very infinuating difcourfe. Your 
enticers may profefs great regard to your welfare, that they 
wifh you to enjoy yourfelf, to be freed from fupertftitious no- 
tions, and to conduct more nobly, than to be influenced by 
enthufiaftic priefts, or bigoted parents. ‘They may infinuate, 
that by fpending confiderable time in reading the Bible and 
other devout books, in prayer, and in meditating on death, 
judgment, and eternity, you will become gloomy, precife, and 
iuperltitious, fo as to love the enjoyments of the prefent life, and 
prevent your being fo agreeable companions, or fo ufeful mem- 
bers of focicty. ‘hey will allo make you believe, if potlible, 
that if you be not very exact in religious duties, nor ftrict ih 
religious fentiments, you will be more beloved and efteemed, 
more ufeful and happy. By fuch difcourfe, they may entice 
you to renounce the practice of vital piety and Chriltian 
virtue. 

To gain your affection and confidence, they may further fug- 
geit, that the way to heaven is not fo ftrait and narrow, as 
iome reprefent ; that you need not fear but God will be merci- 
ful to you, if you live peaceably with your neighbours; if you 
make it your aim to do to others as you would wifh them to do 
to you ; and endeavour to fulfil your promiies, to be kind to the 
poor, and ufeful members of fociety. Inftead of infifting that 
your heart mult be changed, that you mutt love God fupremely, 
live by faith in his Son, and do all to his glory, in order to have 
acceptable morality and enjoy his favour; they may flatter you 
that all will be well, if you love yourfelt, and really feek your 
own intereft. Self-love, or a regard to your own happinels, 
they may reprefent as being the effence of religion, and wholly 
difcard the neceflity of difinterefted, impartial affection, to pre- 
pare you for the paradife of God. 

Very probably they will attempt to prejudice your mind 
againit the doétrines of the gofpel, and the profeilors of religion. 

Thee 
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Thefe doétrines they will reprefent to be unreafonable and 
inconfiftent ; and thofe who embrace them, to be perfons of 
moderate abilities, of a narrow and contraéted way of thinking, 
and deftitute of extenfive information, or, at leaft, under the 
influence of bigotry and illiberal feelings. If you do not em- 
brace thofe as Chriftians, who rejeét the fundamental truths of 
the gofpel, and confequently, in effe@, reje@ the gofpel, you 
will be branded as illiberal, bigoted and cenforious. Your 
enticers will abundantly plead for charity and liberality of 
fentiment. Théy will often repeat that a man is nothing, ex- 
cept he has charity. ‘This is indeed true; but not in their 
fenfe of the expreflion. A man is nothing, in the fenfe of the 
apoftle, except he has holy love. But it is not true, that a 
man is nothing, except he be fo liberal, or rather loofe in his 
religious fentiments, as to think that men, generally, are going 
to heaven, whether they embrace or reject the effential doctrines 
of the gofpel. For he that believeth shall be faved, but he that 
believeth not _fball be damned. 

You may be enticed to reje& gofpel doctrines, by hearin 
them grofsly mifreprefented. Some may {peak of total de- 
pravity as though it confifted in fomething-elfe befides volun- 
tary wickednefs of heart ; and reprefent it in fuch a light as to 
excufe men for their impenitence and unbelief. They may 
defcribe the doétrine of election in fucha manner as to lead 
you to fuppofe that fome will be faved, even if they do not re- 
pent ; and that fome who do repent, mutt perifh becaufe they 
are not elected. And in {peaking of other doctrines, they may 
infinuate that thefe deprive men of moral agency and turn 
them into machines. If you liften to fuch mifreprefentations, 
you may be foon led to difbelieve and rejeét thefe do¢trines, and 
the whole word of God. Some may {pare no pains to prevail 
on you to do this; for then you will not be reftrained by a 
confideration of a judgment to come, and an endlefs punifh- 
ment for all who continue impenitent and reject the Saviour ; 
but you will be prepared to become more licentious and irrelli- 
eri0us. 

” If other methods fail, they may raife the loud laugh, or ufe 
the contemptuous {neer, and the pointed ridicule to prevail on 


-you to renounce the fociety of the godly, and difmifs all feri- 


ous concern about futurity. This may be their molt power- 
ful weapon, their moft fuccefsful method of attack. 

If you fhould be enticed in either of thefe ways, you may 
impartially attend, 

In the firft place, to the character of thofe who would entice 
you. Can they be your real friends? Can they feek your true 
intereft, your endleis felicity, in wifhing you to engage with 
them in the practice of iniquity? The wages of fin is death. 
You 
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You may find a momentary fatisfaftion in vain pleafure and 
vicious purfuits. But difappointrnent, remorfe and mifery foon 
fucceed. Of this, your enticers mutt be fenlible. ‘Their own 
coniciences, if allowed to fpeak, would remonftrate both 
againft their own conduét and againft your complying with 
their wifhes. ‘They know that they are not actuated by be- 
sevolent affection, that their views are not honourable, but 
bafe and criminal, when they entice you to unchafte and licen- 
tious conduct. Can you efteem him your real friend, who folic- 
its you to commit abominable wickednefs ? 

Your enticers would be glad to prevent your earneft atten- 
tion to the one thing needful, they would prevent your fecur- 
ing the falvation of your foul. Can you then regard them as 
your belt friends, when they would draw you into fcenes ot 
vanity and fenfual pleafure, entice you by their evil example, 
and make you believe there is no need of being fervent in fpirit, 
ferving the Lord? Can you embrace thofe as your beft friends, 
who would prejudice your mind againit the doétrines of the 
gofpel, perplex you with their falfe reafonings againit the {crip- 
tures, and deride your ferious concern about futurity ? Who 
give the cleareft evidence of being your real friends, thofe who 
would flatter you to live in vice and fenfual pleafure ; or thofe 
who would perfuade you to repent, become truly wife, and walk 
in the ways of pleafantnefs and the paths of peace? Will a real 
friend flatter you in an evil way, in the path which leads to 
endlefs death ? or will he tenderly warn you of the awful confe- 
quences of vice and impiety, and urge you to flee from the 
wrath to come, by timely repentance? 

One who is now very free and abundant in his profeffions of 
regard to-you, may joon become your bitter enemy. Even 
while he is enticing you to gratify his luftful, fenfual defires, 
he may inwardly defpife you; he may view you with con- 
tempt, as being weak, eafily enticed and duped by flattering 
proteflions ; and he may foon upbraid and reproach you. 

z. Confider what caufe they promote, who would entice you 
to commit iniquity. Is it the caufe of truth and righteoufnels, 
or the caufe ot error and impiety ? Do they advance the king- 
dom of the Redeemer, or the kingdom of the evil one? Are 
they engaged to fave, or to deftroy their fellow-men? By their 
works you thall know them. If they were humble and prayer- 
ful; if they delighted in God’s word and remembered his 
Sabbath to keep it holy; if they recommended religion, and 
earneftly entreated you to be penitent and humble, to embrace 
the Redeemer, and be zealous of good works, they would then 
give evidence of being friends to the caufe of Chrift. They 
would then claim your affection and confidence. But when 
their conduct is the revesfe of this, you may eafily judge what 
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caufe they promote, and whether it will be wife and fafe to 
place yourielf under their direétion. 

3. Impartially contider what they advance againtt the relig- 
10n of Jelus Chrift. It is not true that pure religion will make 


1H you unhappy, or deprive you of real enjoyment. But the 
Bit more ferventiy you love and ferve the Lord, the more you will 
i experience that peace of God, which pafleth all under- 


{tanding, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Carefully 
a, guard againft the artful infinuations of your enticers, left you 
|! ihould be prejudiced againft the truths which God has reveal- 
ed. When it is faid that the doétrines of the gofpel are unrea- 
fonable and inconfiftent ; let the charge be candidly examined, 

for it may fpring, not ftns enlightened, impartial reafon, but 
from a depraved heart. While perfons live in fin, their rea- 
fon or judgment is biafled and partial. It views objects 
through a falfe medium. It is prejudiced againft every thing, 
which oppotfes the views, or condemns the feelings of a proud 
and felfiih heart. Let it be duly noticed, that the heart of the 
impenitent is wholly felfith, and ardently feeks felf-aggrandize- 
ment and fupremacy ; and that this temper of the heart both 
biatles and blinds the reafon, and can you wonder that the im- 
penitent exclaim againft the doétrines of the gofpel as unrea- 
jonable ? ‘lhe fact is, they confider thefe do¢trines unreafona- 
ble, becaufe direétly contrary to the feelings and wifhes of 
their hearts. As they think their own felfifh feelings to be 
right and reafonable, hence whatever directly oppotes them, 
they term unreafonable. Hence it is eafy to fee why they 
| fpeak againit total depravity, and regeneration by {fpecial 
a grace, for thefe doétrines deltroy ‘liniy fuppofed goodnels. 
“'Phefe and the other effential doctrines of the goipel tend to 





e. humble them to the duft, to defeat their felfth fchemes, and 
i bring them to feel and acknowledge their abfolute dependence 
i ona fovereign God. But the felfith heart exclaims againtt 
vt this as unreafonable ; and appeals to the felfith, depraved feel- 
if ings of others, that all thefe doétrines are unreafonable and 
40 inconfiitent. 


To be fecure againft mifreprefentations of gofpel doétrines, 
you mult, my friend, become deeply convinced of your own de- 
pravity of heart, and be difpofed to receive the truth in love. 
By attending faithfully to a divine law, which requires you 
to love God with all the heart, and your neighbour as your- 
felf, you will fee that your heart is deceitful above all things 
and defperately wicked. Then you will feel that your con- 
duct has been wholly unreafonable in exercifing fuch a wicked 
difpofition, or having juch a wicked heart. Atthe fame time, 
you will be fully fentible that there is nothing unreafonable in 
the Scripture’s declaring the total depravity of the impenitent 

heart; 
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heart ; for you will fee that it declares what is plain fact. You 
will alfo feel, if you be penitent and humble, that there is 
nothing unreafonable in having the heart renewed by fpecial 
grace ; nor in God’s having eternally purpofed to have mercy 
on whom he will of thofe, who juftly deferve endlefs mifery for 
their fins. That falvation is freely offered to all who hear the 
gofpel; and yet that none can be faved without fpecial grace 
changing the heart, muft appear entirely reafonable to you, 
when you impartially confider and feel that the impenitent 
have not the love of God in them, but hate both the Father 
and the Son, and will not come to Chrift, that they may have 
life. Beware then of rejecting doérines, merely becaufe fome 
term them unreafonable, left you fhould in this way reje& eter- 
nallife. For you cannot be faved, except you believe the gof- 
pel, or receive it inlove. And how can you do this while you 
view its effential doétrines as unreafonable, and rejea& them, as 
fuch. No humble, penitent finner will treat the gofpel in this 
manner ; its peculiar doctrines are the delight and food of his 
foul. 

4. Confider the pernicious tendency of liftening, even in a 
{mall degree, to the enticements of the wicked. This will be 
holding a parley with the temptation, when it ought to be in- 
ftantly refifted. If you liften to your tempter, when he artful- 
ly pleads, * There can be no great harm in once complying with my 
wifbes, or once indulging in the forbidden pleafure ; you will very 
probably be enfnared before you are fenfible of your danger, 
and be involved in fhameful, diftrefling confequences. Hence 
you muft reject, with abhorrence, the firft enticement to come 
mit iniquity. The firft finful defire you muft check, if you 
would keep yourfelf pure, and avoid final difgrace and ruin. 

Solomon obferves that the beginning of frife is as when one lets 
teth out water. The fame may be obferved of fin. The begin. 
ning may be fmall; but by indulgence, vicious habits are foon 
formed, and a perfon becomes notorioufly wicked. The broad 
river is at firft but a fmall brook. But in its courfe, it keeps 
increafing, until it bears down all before it. At firft, it might 
be eafily ftopped or turned out of its courfe ; but it is in vaig 
to attempt this, after it has become a mighty river. So, 


“Til habits gather by unseen degrees, 
As brooks run rivers, rivers run to seas.” 


Afk the condemned malefaétor, how he came to his unhappy 
end ; and he will probably anfwer, that he began his career of 
wickednefs by liftening to the enticements of others, and join- 
ing with them in fome vicious, finful practices, which appeared 
{mall. He began by ftealing a little fruit or fome trifling 
thing ; or by indulging a little in lewdnefs, unchaftity, or in- 
No. 7. Vol. III, Ir temperance. 
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temperance. His heart was then tender; and his confcience 
remonitrated, fo that he had inward checks againit going thus 
far in wickedneis. But by continuing to liften te enticements 
and yield to temptations, his heart became more hardéned in 
miquity ; and his conicience greatly ceafed to remonttrate, fo 
that-he proceeded in finful practices, until he brought himfelf 
to a fhameful, unhappy end. This is the awful confequence 
of liftening to enticers, or to thofe who would tempt you to 
commit iniquity. Will you then liften to fuch? Will you com- 
ply with their finful defires? How lovely was the conduét of 
Joteph ; how noble was the declaration of this pious young 
Man, when itrongly enticed ! May you ever keep his example 
and words in view; /ow /hall I do this great wickedne/s and fin 
againf{ God? The leaft fin is a violation of his law, 2 contempt 
of his authority, and expofes you to his endlets difpleafure and 
wrath. So that if your conienting to the enticements of 
others fhould not ruin you in this life, yet remember, 

5- That God will bring you into judgment, with every fe- 
eret thing, whether it be good or evil. Be /ure your fin will find 
you out, however fecretly it is committed. You can conceal 
nothing from Him, who bcholds you continually, and clearly 
fees all the defires and exerciies of your heart. In the molt re- 
tired place, and in midmght darknefs, his eye is upon you. 
The darkuefs hideth not from him. ©O cherith a deep fenfe ot his 
continual, holy infpection. Deeply feel that he will bring you 
into judgment, and make known to the whole world all your 
finful condué&. How will fin then appear? How will lewd- 
neis, unchaftity, and intemperance then appear ? How will 
ftealing, lying, and profane {wearing then appear? How wilh 
it then appear to have enticed others, or to have complied with 
the wifhes of thofe who fought to feduce and ruin you?) How 
mutt you feel to mect your ailociates in wickednefs at the bar 
of God? O the keen remorfe, the anguifh and defpair which 
will then fili the mind of every smpenitent finner |! How dread- 
ful will your condition then be, if you have liftened to the en- 
ticements of others, and died in your wickednefs! Thofe who 
now flatter, carefs, and entice you, will join in defpifing you; 
all holy beiugs will forever condemn and abhor you; and the 
infinite God will fentence you to endlefs miiery. 

6. Confider, on the other hand, the happy confequence of 
being penitent, living in the fear of God, and refifting tempta- 
tion. You will then honour and praife your Maker, and enjoy 
his peculiar favour. You may be the happy and honoured in- 
firument of faving fome one or more of thofe who would entice 
and ruin you. How lovely does the young perfon appear, who 
nobly refifts temptation, and plainly fhews the enticer his abom- 
inable wickednelis, and then affectionately entreats him to re- 
pens 
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pent and feek forgivenefs of God, that he may be bleffed for- 
ever. O that we may have many fuch inftances ! Should you 
be the inftrument of thus faving one who fought to ruin you, 
_ how great would be your and his joy in the prefent life? How 
highly would he approve your virtue, benevolence and faith- 
- fulnefs?) With what rapturous joy would you meet in heaven ; 
and how exceedingly would you both rejoice in the grace of 
God, which is manifefted in his falvation, andin making you an 
inftrument of effecting it! But if you fhould not be the inftrument 
af leading him to repentance, by exprefiing your abhorrence. ‘of 
his conduct and entreating him to repent, ftill you will meet 
him at the bar of God, with a clear confcience, and neither be 
partaker of his guilt, nor acceflary to his ruin. O then, my 
friend, exercife unfeigned repentance, Embrace the Saviour. 
Live in the fear, and to the glory of God.  Refift every temp- 
tation. Let no one entice you to evil. The friendfhip of 
God will be infinitely better than that of the world. He will 
fupport you in life ; he will comfort you in death; and in the 
final judgment, he will own you as one of his peculiar people, 
and admit you to everlafting glory and bleflednets. | 














REMARKS 
On the Providence of God in bringing Sinners to Chrift. 


EFORE men believe in Chrift, they are providentially 
placed where they can have fome knowledge ‘of him. 
He is held up to view in his written word, and in a preached 
gotpel. God, who exercifes a univerfal providence over all 
things, fo difpofes of events, as that finners are fometimes 
wplaced where they can have a view of Chrift, when they have 
no defign of receiving him. , 
They fometimes read the Holy Scriptures, hear the gofpet 
preached, and fee the death of Chrift commemorated. In at- 
_ tending upon thefe means of inftruction, they may be influenced 
by curiofity, by the force of habit, by the example of others, 
by a regard to their own reputation, or by a defign of recom- 
mending themfelves to God by external obedience ; but ftill 
they are under the control of Divine Providence. 

One is curious to hear a new preacher. Another is brought 
to the houfe of God almoft every Sabbath merely by the force 
of habit. One confiders it reputable to attend public worfhip 
on the Lord’s-day, and, in attending, he imitates the example 
ef fome who are honourable. Another is convinced that re- 


ligion is neceflary in order to happinefs, and he frequents the 
houfe 
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houfe of God, and attends upon means of religious inftruc- 
tion; but is ignorant of his own heart, and forms an opinion 
of himfelf by the regular part of his outward aétions. But 
whatever motive finners have in hearing the gofpel, God provi- 
dentially places them where they can have fome knowledge of 
Chrift. 

It is fometimes happy for finners, that they are placed where 
they can have a view of Chrift. He fometimes looks upon 
them in mercy, renews their hearts, and prepares them to re- 
ceive him. How happy was it for Zaccheus that he was nigh 
where Jefus pafled along. Havmg heard much of the fame of 
Jefus, he had a great curiofity to fee him, and ran and climbed 
up into a fycamore tree, nigh where Jefus was to pafs ; ** When 
Jefus came to the place, he looked up and faw him, and faid 
unto him, Zaccheus, make hafte and come down ; for to-day I 
muft abide at thine houfe. And he made hafte and came 
down, and received him joyfully.’”” Zaccheus voluntarily ran 
before the multitude, and climbed up the tree; but Divine 
Providence directed him to the place where he was to receive 
a bleffing from Chrift. He left his houfe, a thoughtlefs finner, 
and went to fee Chrift merely to gratify his curiofity ; but he 
returned with the love of God in his heart, bringing with him 
the glorious Saviour to blefs his houfe. 

It was happy for blind Bartimeus, that he was providential- 
ly placed by the way fide where Jefus was to pafs along. He 
placed himfelf there merely to receive temporal benefit, 
but God had provided for him a better portion, and. pla- 
ced him there to receive {piritual good from the Saviour, 
When Jefus came to the place, he ftood ftill, and command- 
ed the blind man to be called. ‘“ He, cafting away his gar- 
ment, rofe, and came to Jefus, and received his fight, and fol- 
lowed fefus in the way.’? We may conclude, that the vail 
was taken from his heart; that he renounced his own right-, 
eoufnefs, fubmitted to Chrift, and had a fpiritual difcovery of 
his divinity and glory. 

It was happy for many, who were lame and blind, difeafed 
and poffeffed with devils, that they were providentially placed 
in Chrift’s way, as he went about doing good. How often did 
he rebuke the devil, and relieve the diltrefled ? How often did 
he take from finners, whom he found in his way, a hard and 
ftony heart, overthrow the feat of the adverfary in their affec- 
tions, and make them new creatures ? 

Sincé Chrift has afcended into heaven he dwells upon earth 
by his Holy Spirit, making himfelf known to his people. He 
js now held up to the view of finners, in his word and in a 
preached gofpel. It has fometimes been happy for them, that 
they have been found with the Bible in their hands, or m the 
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hearing of a preached gofpel. Some have received conviction, 
and believed to the faving of their fouls. 

While the Ethiopian eunuch was reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in which Chrift was held up to his view, the angel of the 
—Lord directed Philip to go and preach to him Jefus; and the 
eunuch believed with all his heart, that Jefus, concerning 
whom he had juft been reading, was the Son of God. 

While a valt multitude were providentially aflembled on the 
day of Pentecoft to hear the gofpel, three thoufand were prick- 
ed in their heart, and faid to the apeftles, Men and brethren, 
what fhall we do? When they were directed to repent and be 
baptized, every one of them, in the name of Chrift, for the re- 
miffion of fins, they gladly received the word, were baptized, 
and added to the church. 

While Lydia was providentially placed under a preached 
gofpel, the Lord opened her heart, that fhe attended to 
the things which were fpoken by Paul. It was happy for the 
jailer, that he was providentially placed under the fame roof 
with the afflicted apoftles ; though, it feems, it had been nearly 
the occafion of his deftroying his own life, yet it had a happy 
iflue. His fear and diftrefs were turned into hope and joy, 
when he believed on the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

It was happy for Onefimus, who defrauded and ran away 
from his matter, that he was providentially dire@ed to Rome, 
where Paul was then a prifoner, and a preacher of the gofpel. 
In his vile career of fin, he was arrefted by the inftrumentality 
of Paul’s preaching, and became a true Chriftian. His con- | 
verfion appeared fo evident, that Paul moft affectionately re- 
commended him to Philemon, his former mafter. ‘* Not now 
as a fervant, but above a fervant, a brother beloved.” 

In thefe inftances, it was happy for finners, that Divine 
Providence placed them where Chrift was preached. This 
was one link in that chain of events which brought them to ev- 
erlafting life. How fhall they believe on him of whom they 
have not heard ?” He, who is able of ftones to raife up chil- 
dren unto Abraham, can fo difpofe of the voluntary actions of 
finners, as to bring them where the gofpel is preached. Hit 
providence extends to all their a&tions, and thofe, whom he de- 
figns to fave, he will providentially place where they can have 
fome knowledge of Chrift. 

From thefe remarks we may learn, that there is more hope 
concerning thofe, who attend upon a preached gofpel with an 
impenitent heart, than concerning thofe who negleé to hear a 
preached gofpel. The hope arifes, not from any prepared- 
nefs, or good beginnings in finners, while unrenewed, but from 
the ufual mode of divine operation. God ufually places fin- 
ners under religious inftruction before he converts them. 
There 
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There are clouds before there is rain. Showers of rain, and 
warm influences of the fun precede vegetation. ‘The fields are 
white before the harveft. 

It is not certain that there will be rain becaufe there are 
clouds, that the feed will all {pring and grow becaufe the rain 
defcends and the fun fhines, or that there will be a harveft from 
all the fields that begin to be white. It is not certain that 
there will be an ingathering of fouls te Chrift becaufe multi- 
tudes flock to hear the gofpel; but there is hope; fo that 
Chrift once faid to his difciples, when the Samaritans were 
flocking to hear the gofpel, “ Lift up your eyes, and look on 
the fields, for they are white already to harveft.” There is no 
efficiency in one event to produce another, either in the natural 
or moral world. Neither the rain nor the fun make the harveft. 
God makes the fruits of the earth. Neither preaching nor 
hearing the gofpel makes Chriftians. ‘They are God’s work- 
manthip. Awakening and conviétion do not always fucceed 
the hearing of the goipel. Saving converfion does not always 
fucceed awakening and conviction. ‘There is no infallible con- 
mexion between the providence of God in placing finners where 
they hear the gofpel, and his agency in renewing their hearts. 
Thefe events are fometimes connected in the divine economy. 
God has often providentially brought finners to his houfe to 
hear the gofpel, and ‘then renewed their hearts. 

By comparing what God has done im time patt, with what 
he is now doing, there appears te be more hope concerning 
thofe, who attend upon a preached gofpel with an impenitent 
heart, than there is concerning thofle, who refufe to hear the 
gofpel. Thofe to whom Chrift communicated fpecial favours, 
while he was upon earth, were found among the multitude that 
thronged to fee and hear him. Thofe, who believed in Chrift, 
and obtained eternal life, in the days of the apoftles, were taken 
from among thofe, who heard the gofpel, not from among 
thofe, who perfevered in refufing to hear Chri preached. 
Dees not God continue to renew the hearts of fome finners ? 
Are there net Chriftians at the prefent day ? Where were thofe 
found, who have hopefully experienced a change of heart ? 
Were they found among thofe who refufed to hear the gofpel, 
or among thofe who frequented the houfe of God, and other 
places of religious inftruétion ? 

God will continue the work of grace. We have reafon te 
believe, that many, who are now living in fin, will be faved by 
fovereign grace. Who fuchare, God only knows. But, from 
which number will he probably take them ? From the number of 
thofe who hear the gofpel, and attend upon means of religious 
inftruction, or from the number of thofe, who voluntarily place 
themiclves out of the hearing of the gofpel, and out of = 
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reach of the ufual warnings of God? The voice of God’s prov- 
idence declares, that there is more hope concerning thofe, who 
attend upon a preached gofpel, and that thole, who refufe to 
hear Chrilt preached, exhibit awful evidence of reprobation. 
AMICUS. 
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A WARNING TO MORAL SINNERS. 


A FACT. 


ORALIS fuftained the character of what is called a 
clever man. He was not indeed a profeflor of religion, 
though he treated its truths and duties with as much reverence 
as is common to thofe, who do not cordially embrace them. 
Laft winter he was feized with an alarming and rapid diforder, 
which in a few days put a period to his life. About three days 
before he expired his family defired him to fend for the minilter. 
But this he declined, faying, in accents of defpair, “It is now 
too late.””? He remained in this frame of mind till he died; 
lamenting his neglect of religion, defpairing of mercy, unable, 
as he often faid, to find the Saviour, fenfible of the rapid ap- 
proach of death, and nothing before him, but a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation. In this fitua- 
tion I found him about two hours before he died. Upon enter- 
ing the room we were ftruck at the fight of an object fo piteous. 
He poffefled his reafon, and could {peak. But upon his coun- 
tenance was ftamped that terror, which was an emblem of the 
horror, which preyed upon his foul, and which was a prelude of 
that dreadful ftate to which he was haflening. Overcome 
with the rigour of his difeafe, he ftruggled and groaned. ‘1 
can’t find reft; I can’t finda Saviour; I’m afraid todie ;’”’ ex- 
claimed he. He breathed, he panted, he died—without hope ! 
O finner, whoever thou art, behold the end, which approaches 
thee. ‘This fad inftance is a peculiar warning to moral finners 
and heartlefs profeflors. How can ye live as Moralis lived ? 
-how can ye die as he died? You truit in your good works and 
in your correct fentiments ; fo did Moralis. You cannot feel 
the infinite importance of experimental religion; nor could 
Moralis, till the approach of death. You do not very highly 
efteem and earneitly feek an intereft in the Saviour; nor did 
Moralis till his day of grace was paft. You have many inten- 
tions to reform and feel differently ; fo had Moralis ; but he 
never fulfilled them. You ftand in no great fear of death; 
nor did Moralis, till the king of terrors approached his bed. 
Your lives, your fentiments, and your feelings are fimilar to 
his ; will not your death be fo too? O finner, go, immediately 
go to the Lord Jefus Chrift, or deftruction from the Lord will 
evertake you. - A— N— 
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CONVERSION OF A CHILD. 


Fothe Editors of the Massachusetts Missionary Magazine: 


GenTLeMeN, 


THE following narrative of a remarkable converfion, during 
the late awakening in Williamftown, is /ubmitted to your infpe&ion. 
Lt fhews the power and fovereign grace of God in having mercy on 
whom he will, While he hides the things of falvation from the wife 
and prudent, he reveals them to babes. “ Out of the mouth of babes 
and fucklings he perfects praife 3” and bleffed be his holy name forever. 
Ef the following flould be thought worthy of a place in the Magazine, 
© that it may catch the attention of children and youth, and lead them 
to refled on their dangerous ftate while out of Chrift. 


LECTA, the daughter of Mr. , is about eleven years 

of age. She has poflefled the advantages of religious in- 
ftruction; but, like other children, has lived thoughtlefs and 
infenfible till this f{ummer paft, when the attention of numbers 
has been called up to the concerns of their fouls. One day fhe 
appeared indifpofed. What her diforder was her parents did 
not know, nor could fhe tell.. At night, when fhe retired to 
reft, fhe told her mamma that her fins made her fick. She felt 
herfelf to be a great finner, faid fhe had neglected to read her 
Bible, and to pray, but refolved to live a ditferent kind of life 
in future. She continued in this ftate of mind two or three 
weeks, almoft uniformly impreffed with the importance of re- 
ligion, the worth of the foul, and the wickednefs of her heart. 
Subfequent to this period, one evening, after fhe had retired to 
bed, her parents overheard her reading, as they fuppofed. Up- 
on liftening, however, they found fhe was earneftly exhorting 
her little fifter and coufin to come to Chrift. The family ftood 
at the door an hour to hear her converfation, which was very 
ftriking. Upon their entering the room, fhe was not at all 
daunted, but addrefled them individually upon the concerns of 
their fouls, earneftly exhorting them to fecure an intereft in 
the Saviour without delay. “ 1 have been a great finner,”’ faid 
fhe, “I wonder God has borne with me fo long. But if I go 
to hell, I do not wifh any body elfe to go with me. If you 
earneftly feek unto God, he will have mercy upon you. Chrift 
will caft off none, who fincerely come to him for life.”” She 
durft not go to fleep that night, for fear fhe fhould lofe her “ feel- 
ings,” as fhe faid. In the morning every thing appeared to 
her to be praifing God. She wanted to praife him too; and 
wifhed every body would join with her in praifing him. She 
at 
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at this timé entertained no hope, that fhe was a Chriftian, 
though fhe was fenfible, that fhe loved Chrift more than fhe 
did any other being. She faid, “I wonder that Chriftians do 
not want to talk with every body upon religion ; I fhould want 
to, if I was a Chriftian.’’ She converfes with her little fchool 
mates, exhorts them to become religious, and prays with them. 
A number of her mates for fome time appeared thoughtful, 
at which fhe rejoiced, and told her mama, the hoped to have 
fome mates to go with her in religion. But when they began 
to grow thoughtlefs again, fhe appeared forry, and complained, 
that thef were going back again. Upon being afked whether 
fhe would not go back with them, fhe replied, that fhe would 
not, but that fhe would follow Chrift alone rather than go back. 
Since that time her exercifes have been various. but fuch as 
evidence her to be a cordial friend and diicipie of her Re- 
deemer. 

Let every child, who reads or hears this, be entreated to 
embrace the Saviour, and to choofe the ways of religion. You 
fee how neceflary it is.to have new hearts. If you do not feel, 
that you are very wicked, your fituation is extremely danger- 
ous. Though you are young, you have violated the laws of 
God, who made you; you have hated the Saviour, who was 
fent to redeem you. You-do not love to think of God and 
religion. Your thoughts are employed about trifles. If you 
expect mercy, you muft repent and embrace the gofpel. 

Serr. 9, 1805. 


LP 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


{From the London Evangelical Magazine. ] 





Periodical Accounts relating to the Miffions of the United Brethren 
among the Heathen. 

ROM the Diary at Hopedale, Labrador, in particular, we 
have a pleafing account of a revival of religion among 

the Efquimaux converts, during a time of {carcity, when many 
of them experienced confiderable diltrefs. Still they came 
*‘to church (fays the Diary) with friendly and cheerful counte- 
nances, and fome would fay, * If we only feel in our hearts the 
prefence of our Saviour, who has loved us fo much, and died 
and fhed his blood, that our fins might be forgiven, we may 
well be cheerful and contented, though our outward circum- 
ftances are difficult, and we have not much to eat; for we truft 


that He will alfo care for us in that refpect, and look to Kim 
for help.” | 
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“ Their whole behaviour, during this time of trial, gave us 
much pleafure and encouragement. ‘There was a general and 
powerful awakening among them, which firlt began to be per- 
ceived in fome women who were baptized laft winter. 

“One of the above mentioned women being afked, how fhe 
was firft led to reflections fo much more ferious than formerly, 
fhe replied, that a Miffionary had been fpeaking, at a meeting of 
the Eiquimaux, concerning the great pains which the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift had endured for our fakes, in foul and body, and his 
readinefs now to accept the worft of finners, who plead the mer- 
its of his blood. ‘“ This,’”? added fhe, “I had often heard be- 
fore; but I never felt what I then felt. I thought, even for 
me, a wretched creature, who lived worfe than a dog, in every 
kind of abomination, as our Saviour fuffered fo much, and he 
will now receive even me, and have mercy upon me! At the 
fame time, I felt a fingular joy and delight in my foul; and 
could not help weeping fo much, that I forgot myfelf, and re- 
mained fitting in the church. My heart has ever fince been 
fixed upon our Saviour alone; and I often weep for him. 
Now I know truly what you mean by feeling our Saviour near 
and precious to the foul, and experiencing his great love to fin- 
ners: and that it isnot enough to be baptized, and to enjoy oth- 
er privileges in the congregation, ‘but that every one ought 
to be able to fay for himfelf, “ My Saviour is mine: he died for 
my fins: he has alfo taken away my fins, and received even me 
as his child.” This I now feelin my heart, and am both 
thankful and humbled before him.” 

MISSION TO KARASS. 

ON Wednefday, May 1, a Meeting of the Edinburgh Miffion- 
ary Society was held, for the purpofe of fetting apart four 
young men to join the Miflion among the Tartars, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mount Caucafus. The Meeting being opened 
with prayer, and the reafon of their being called together fta- 
ted by the Prefident, the Inftruétions to the Miflionaries were 
réad by the Secretary, and delivered to them. The Rev. Mr. 
Black addreffed the Miflionaries in an impreflive manner ; and 
the Mecting concluded with prayer. ' 

Early next morning the Miffionaries embarked at Leith, on 
board the Fidelity, Capt. Norman: the fame fhip that carried 
out Mr. Brunton, &c. to Ruffta. In the afternoon they failed 
down the river with a fair wind. 

Thé names of the Miflionaries are, John Mitchell, Robert 


Pinkerton, George Macalpine, and James Galloway. They 


are all unmarried, except Mr. Mitchell, who was lately united 
to a pious young woman, filter of Mr. Dickfon, at Karafs. 
The two firft have, for a eonfiderable time, been fupported and 
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educated by the Society ; and, through the kindnefs of a Mem- 
ber, who long refided in Ruffia, have been inftructed in the 
Ruffian language ; fothat it is hoped, they will be able to make 
their way through the Ruffian empire without the aid of an 
interpreter. ‘They have likewife been taught the art of print- 
ing ; and have taken out with them a preis and font of Arabic 
types, which is the charaéter univerfally ufed where they are 
going to refide. | 

The Directors have fent out to Mr. Brunton a large fupply 
of neceflaries, for the ufe of the Miflionaries. | 

Mr. Brunton has fent home an Arabic Tract ; being an Ad- 
drefs to a Muflulman, on the fubjec&t of Religion, intended to 
expofe the abfurdities of the Koran, and the wickednefs of 
Mahomet. ‘This is now printed in London. 


ie 


RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 

THE Annual Meeting of this Society was held at St. Paul’s 
Coffee-Houfe, on Thuriday morning, May 9; and was very 
numeroufly attended. ‘The Annual Report was read, together 
with part of the Correfpondence of the Committee with various 
perfons at home and abroad; which was very encouraging. 
It appeared that more than two millions of tracts had iffued 
from the Depofitory fince the commencement of the fociety in 
1799; and that there has been a very confiderable increafe in 
the fale of tracts during the paft year. Several of the members 
related circumftances refpecting the ufefulnefs of thofe publica- 
tions in their particular circles; which occafioned much {atis- 
faction and thankfulnefs. Some new plans were alfo fuggefted 
to render the Inftitution ftill more conducive to the public wel- 
fare. 


— a 


WELCH BIBLES. 

THE Britifh and foreign Bible Society have given orders 
for printing 20,000 Welch Bibles, of a fmaller fize than otta- 
vo ; and 

The Society for promoting Chriftian knowledge are about 
to print 20,000 copies of an Octavo Welch Bible, with margi- 
nal references. ‘Thefe are intended to be fold at the low price 
of 2s. gd. each, being little more than one third of the original 
colt. 

We rejoice in both thefe defigns, and efpecially in the avidity 
with which Bibles are fought forin Wales. ‘The generofity of 
the Welch people, in contributing to the former fociety, does 
them great honour. The fum of 7881. 17s. 10d. has been col- 
lected in different congregations in the Ifle of Anglefey, and in 
ether parts of the principality. In Anglefey only, 573]. 2s. 3d. 
REMARKABLE 
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REMARKABLE AWAKENING. 

Accounts of the victorious power of the Gofpel are ever 
welcome te thofe who love the Lord Jefus Chrift. We have 
permiffion to prefent our readers with an account of a re- 
markable difpenfation of the grace of God attending his 
word at Darwen, a populous village in Lancafhirg. This 
account is contained in a letter from the Rev. R. Bowden, 
to his father, the Rev. J. B. at Tooting, Surry. The letter 
was written in the courfe of familiar correfpondence, without 
the molt diftant expectation of its appearing in print. It 
is, “in fimplicity and godly fincerity,” a narrative of facts. 
The work of the Lord to which it relates, will appear efpecial- 
ly wonderful, when confidered in connexion with the very af- 
fecting and awful circumitances by which it was introduced. “ 


ON the afternoon of the 21ft of November, 1804, Mr. and 
Mrs. B. wich a fele& company, had been on a friendly vifit, 
about two miles from home. A very heavy fall of rain com- 
mencing {oon after their arrival, conftrained their ftay much be- 
yond the mended hour. They had to repafs a brook, which, 
during this interval, the waters from the adjacent hills had un- 
ufually fwollen. Mrs. B with two ladies, her fifters, was on 
horieback ; and not without impreffions of fear, was inclined, 
with cautious iteps, to try the paflage. The attempt, hazard- 
ous beyond her apprehenfion, proved fatal. The horfe was un- 
able to juftain the impetuofity of the ftream. In a moment the 
diftracted hufband, now ftanding on the bridge for foot-paflen- 

ers, had “the defire of his eyes,’ youthful, lovely and pious, 
faatched from his fight; and with fuch violence precipitated 
down the flood, that inftantly fhe was no more! Not one cry 


of diftrefs was heard. It was a night of agony and gloomy 


horror, efpecially as the moft anxious fearch for the body was 
ineffectual till the morning ; but 


“* God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform !” 


“Though he caufe grief, yet will he have compaflion, ac- 
cording to the multitude of his mercies !” 

The following letter reprefents light unexpeétedly arifing 
out of this darknefs. This tempeft fucceeded by “ a ftill {mall 
voice,” and the Lord in that voice, awakening the minds of 
many to “ flee from the wrath to come.” . 


Marcu 14, 1805. 

“© My dear Father, 
“ T rejoice to inform you how remarkably the power of God 
is among us, both to wound and to heal. Many are —— 
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deep convictions ; and many more rejoicing and praifing God 
fi liverance, through the Lord Jefus Chriff! Scarce a day 
paffes but fome one comes to unburden his mind, or to tell me 
what the Lord has done for his foul. I am at times quite 
overcome with the glory of divine grace fhining around us ; 
and conftrained te cry, “ This is the Lord’s doing: it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes!” He is truly among us, making a “ peo- 
ple.willing in the day of his power.”” The hardeft hearts melt 
like wax before the fun ; the ftrongeft bonds of corruption, the 
molt inveterate habits of vice burft afunder; and the ranfom- 
ed captive fits joyfully, and in his right mind, at his Rcdeem- 
er’s feet, crying with aftonifhment, “ Why me, Lord, why 
me?” In another direétion, you fee a company of mourning 

enitents got together ; and faying, one to another, “ What 
fhall we do to be faved ?’——when, fmiting upon their breafts, 
they look upward and cry,“ God be merciful to us finners !”’ 
Sometimes, the molt unlikely, in human apprehenfion, hear the 
Redeemer’s voice, and forfake all to follow him. 

“ Lord, what am I !—a worthlefs worm, the chief of finners, 
“Jefs than the leaft of faints ;”? yet what wonders is the Lord 
doing day by day! “ The fields are white unto the harvelt.” 
Nothing is wanting but labourers. My whole time is taken 
up with vifiting and receiving vifits from thofe who are inquir- 
ing the way to Zion. What grief I feel that I cannot do more 
than I do! I truft the outpouring of the Spirit of God is not 
confined to the people, but, in a meafure, is the privilege of 
their unworthy minifter. I feel my heart enlarged towards 
them; and am ready to fpend and be {pent for the good of 
fouls! Oh, for humility ! Oh, for faith! Oh, for fpiritual wit- 
dom and ftrength equal to the very important and folemn ier- 
vice allotted me! Our prayer-meetings on Mondays and I'ri- 
days are fo overflowing, that we fhall be conftrained to remove 
them to the chapel. Moft of thofe who attend are under {pir- 
ttual concern. Befides thefe meetings, we have another on Sat- 
urday evenings, for converfation on matters of experience. 
This is confined to thofe in whom we hope the Lord has begun 
his good work; and who are ready to communicate to each 
other what the Lord has done for their fouls. The men who 
attend on thefe occafions take their turn in prayer. Our chap- 
el, which you know is very large, is completely crowded. We 
have great pleafure in feeing one of our friends converting a 
room, which he had built for billiards, into a place for weekly 
prayer-meetings. 

‘Within a month paft, the heads of fix families, who ap- 
peared to have been in grofs darknefs, have been awakened to 
an earneft concern about falvation; and have commenced 
praying in their families. 0) it is delightfulyit is overpowering, 
te 
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to hear them fo fervently lifping out their prayers to God for 
converting grace,—{ltammering out their new-felt defires ot 
in a manner peculiar to themfelves, exprefling their love ® the 
dear Redeemer! I have lately preached nearly every evening 
in the week, at fome houfe or other. The houfes continually 
full, and the hearts of the hearers overflowing! To defcribe 
all I fee and witnefs, I cannot ; it is not to be exprefled. The 
changes are truly great; and the manner in which they have 
been effected wonderful! While the arrows of conviction have 
been flying all around, the Lord’s own people have found their 
cup of blefiing torun over. Bleffed be the Lord for this time 
of refrefhing from his prefence ; and for the hope with which 
he has abundantly infpired us, that we fhall yet fee good days ! 
‘Nothing but this hope could heal my wound, cure my melan- 
choly, or carry me comfortably through the howling wilder- 
nefs of this finful, forrowful world. Affliction and painful fep- 
aration have been the lot of the befl of men,—the greateft fa- 
vourites of heaven! But no one knoweth the bitternefs of fuch 
a cup as mine, but he who has drank it. If not mingled with 
a fenie of the love of God in Chrift Jefus, I could not endure 
it. Oh, what phyfic, what ftrong phyfic, do our powerful 
earthly affections oblige our heavenly Father to give us! What 
pruning-knives do the luxuriant branches in his vineyard re- 
quire !—and when neceflary for our good, they fhall not be 
withheld. Blefled be God, there is a time coming when thefe 
mytteries in Providence fhall be explained. I truft, while in 
this wildernefs, to caft my heavy burden on him who came to 
bear our griefs and carry our forrows. I hope (it is my earneft 
prayer) that I may come out of this fiery trial purified, and 
better fitted for my Mafter’s ufe. Oh, that the word of the 
Lord may run and be glorified more and more among us !— 
and may the joy refulting from being an honoured initrument 
in the Redeemer’s hand, be my continual featt! Our day of 
labour may foon clofe: the Lord prepare us for all events! I 
expect that the enemy will be breaking in like a flood upon us. 
We have notices of this already, in attempts at ridicule, and in 
horrid efforts of infidelity ; yet we will truft in the Lord. He 
will, according to his gracious promife, lift up his ftandard ; 
and in the end the Redeemer will be gloriaus ! 

‘“* Here is a young woman juft come in; and is this moment 
before me, apparently in great trouble: for a few minutes, 
therefore, I muft lay down my pen. The Lord enable me to 
ipeak a word in feafon, and render me faithful, that I “ heal not 
the wound of the daughter of my people flightly !’? Amen and 
amen.—Well, ihe is gone. She feems to be one of thofe weary & 
heavy laden finners to whom the blefled Redeemer promifed 
reit : one of thofe tender lambs whom the chief Shepherd gath- 
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ers with his arm, and carries in his bofom. She came weeping 
bitterly ; and while converfing with her of the fin of her heart 
and life, then of the ability and willingnefs of the Lord Jefus 
to fave,—what torrents of tears flowed from her eyes! After 
praying with her, fhe left me fomewhat relieved. Before fhe 
went, fhe told me of another, who wanted to talk with me ; but 
was afraid tocome. 1 defired her to fend the perfon down this 
evening. Oh, my father, I beg an intereft in your fervent pray- 
ers, that I may have wifdom “ rightly to divide the word of 
truth” among my numerous charge; and grace to counfel, 
comfort, and to “ give to every one his portion of meat in due 
feafon !”? I feel my work more and more arduous; and myfelf, 
if poflible, more and more infufficient. Believe me, When one 
of thefe poor diftrefled fouls comes to me, unbutdening his 
mind, and telling of the Lord’s dealings, I tremble before him ; 
I feel the prefence of God; I fee the fame handily ork which 
raifed the dead to life; I feem to feel fomewhat as Jacob felt, 
when he exclaimed, ** How dreadful is this place! This is none 
other but the houfe of God; and this is the gate of theaven !” 
Oh, that it may pleafe the Lord to grant a general revival of his 
great work, and make it manifelt in the falvation of multi- 
tudes !” Il am, &c. 
IRELAND. 
OLD BIBLES WANTED. 


To the Friends of Religion. 


Bear Frienps, 

AT a time when I find you all fo actively employed, and 
coming forward with fo much zeal to fend the gofpel to the 
heathen, I with to direct your eyes to Ireland ; many parts of 
which are as dark and benighted as the heathen world with 
refpect to the gofpel ; and many thoufands remain in as much 
ignorance and fuperftition as the very Indians. Ireland is now 
an integral part of the empire, and as fuch, claims your atten- 
tion as much as any part of Great Britain; feparate from the 
confideration, that every man who loves the name of Chrift, 
mutt wifh to fee his kingdom advanced anywhere, and think it 
a privilege to be able to fend his gofpel in any fhape to a-peo- 
ple who fit in darknefs and the fhadow of death ; therefore I 
addrefs you with more confidence ; hoping that my propofition 
will have fome good effect. 

From the prefent circumftances of the people of Ireland, 
the only thirg that can immediately be done is, to circulate Bibles 
and Teftaments. There are now many pious men in that 
country, who have an opportunity of doing this, if they had 
them to diftribute ; but who cannot afford to purchafe any 
fufficient number of them for that purpofe, and who fee with 
much 
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much pain large tracts of country without a fingle Bible, efpec- 
jally in the fouth; where it has been afcertained, by inquiry, 
that one-fourth of the poor Proteftants have not Bibles; and 
among the Romanifts, there is not a Bible in one family out of 
300; it is likewife found, that all the children of the Roman- 
its will gladly take Teftaments; and many Bibles have been 
lately bought by them, when they could procure them cheap ; 
but they are totally unable to purchafe them at the high price 
at which they are generally fold. It is therefore propofed, that 
religious perfons in and about this city, who have /pare Bibles 
or Teflaments, even though old or damaged, will fend them to the 
undernamed places, to be diftributed m Ireland ; and they will 
be given'to men who will diftribute them to the beft advantage, 
& who, if they can /e// any, will apply the money to the purchafe 
of more. It is well known, that there are many houfes where 
there are Bi which are not ufed, and which fhould not be 
Jaid afide, while fo many thoufands are perifhing for want of 
the bread of life-—Think, then, if by fending a Bible or Tefta- 
ment, it {hould be made the inftrument of bringing one foul to 
the knowledge of the truth, you fend that foul an infinitely 
greater treafure, than if you gave hima thoufand worlds! and 
it is certain, that fome individuals in Ireland have been brought 
to the knowledge of Chrift by reading the Bibles lately diitri- 
buted there, who never heard the gofpel preached. ‘This isa 
critical and favourable time, now the men exift that can dif- 
tribute them to advantage :—throw in your mite; pray over 
it, that the Lord may blefs it to fome foul ; and be affured, it 
will not be in vain; for he that watches over Ston, watches 
over every motion of her children, and all their offerings are te 
him as the incenfe of a fweet-{melling favour, when preiented ia 
the Beloved. He will blefs them by circulating the Bible; and 
the people will be thereby prepared for the preaching of the 
gofpel. TiiBERNICUS. 


Bibles, as above, will be thankfully received by the foilow- 
ing perfons: Mr. Brian, oilman, Newgate Street; Mr. Clark, 
eonfectioner, Borough, High Street; Mr. Emerfon, near the 
Church, Whitechapel; Mr. Hancox, tailor, 411, Oxford 
Street: Mr. Hill, grocer, Great Chapel Street, Weftminfter ; 
Mr. Ody, corner of Fetter Lane, Holborn: Mr. Smith, 
umbrella-maker, near the Excife Office, Bifhopgate Street ; 
Mr. Stiff, New Street, Covent Garden; Mr. Townfend, up- 


holder, London Bridge. 


Eatrads 
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Extra& frie the Sixth Report of the Religious Trad Society. 


[FRQM A CLERGYMAN. ] 


“J HAVE difperfed a few hundreds of your Traéts in my 
chapelry and neighbourhood, during the lait two years; and, 
- thank God, he has made them a blefling to many. 

«‘ When I entered on my miniftry here, lefs than one-fourth 
of the inhabitants attended public worfhip on Sunday morn- 
ings; few or none in the afternoon. Now, Ihave often the 
fatisfaction of meeting two-thirds of my neighbours at chapel, 
morning and afternoon, on the Lord’s Day. Communicants, 
for the laft two years, have been double the number they were 
before; and an earneft defire to grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift, is in general manifeft in 
our little village. 

“1 have reafon to conclude, that God has wrought this hap- 
py change among us by the means of your ‘l'racts, as much as 
by all my feeble efforts united.” J. O. 


em ce 





Extra& of a Letter from a poor, but very adive, and apparently wor- 
thy man in Scotland. 

Dear brethren, Nov. 12, 1804. 
1 HAVE read the Evangelical Magazine for fx years, and 
have been greatly delighted with the accounts of your Society. 
Having read an anecdote fome time ago, of a woman finding a 
book, giving it to her hufband, and its having been made the 
means of her converfion, and you faying, that dropping Tracts 
might have the like effect, I was earneft that I might have fome 
of them to diftribute. Going into the church-yard in April, 
1803, on our communion Sabbath, I found a thilling, and I 
added threepence to it, and on Monday went to the bookfeller’s 
and bought a quarter of a hundred of “ The Death of John 
Bowles,” which I fold, and with the money bought more. I 
next went to my bookfeller, and ordered him to write to Lon- 
don for a quarter of a hundred of ** The Death of Lord Rochef- 
ter ;” and for the “ Account of the Origin and Progrefs of the 
Religious Tra& Society.” I was fo delighted with the latter, 
that I Jent it out to read for a penny, and thus gathered five or 
fix fhillings. I then fent to London for as many Traéts of 
different forts as my money would allow of ; and I ftill gath- 
ered more money by the fale of them. On going to the book- 
feller’s one day, to buy fome of the Edinburgh Society’s 
Traéts, there came in a gentleman, who, looking on me, faid, 
**'What are you to do with thefe ?” Il anfwered, “ I am going 
to the north country to diftribute them among. the ignorant peo- 
ome The gentleman, on this, faid to the bookfeller, “ Give 
im a hundred for me.”” After this I went into the north, firk 
doing 
-No. 7. Vol. ITi. Lu 
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doing all I could to get Religious Traéts to diftribute ¢ and, 
bleffed be God, I got more than 290, which I diftributed in 
the heart of the country. Laft winter, I fent to London for 
No. 9 of the Miffionary Tranfaétions ; and by lending it out to 
read fora penny, I got fo much encouragement, that I pro- 
cured two copies of it, and two copies of the two following num- 
bers,—and made fo much by thefe, that I fent to London for 
zoo Tracts, and all the preceding’ Numbers of the Miffionary 
Tranfactions. When I was in the bookfeller’s fhop ordering 
thefe, the gentleman before fpoken of came in. I had not be- 
fore feen him to thank him for his kindnefs laft year ; and now 
when I was domg this, he ordered me to fend for five fhillings 
worth more of fuch tratts as fF thought belt for the public, 
which I did; and fince that time I have difperfed a good ma- 
ny of them, and {hall do fo ftill. I fhall go again to the north 
country in the {pring, God willing, and expect by that time to 
have a larger number of traéts by the profitof thofe I lend out 
to read; and by my well-wifher’s generofity. I pray, dear 
brethren, that ye may profper, and be the means of bringing 
many from darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan to 
God. Iam, &c. 

The committee of the Religious Traé Society were much 
gratified with the above letter ; and they prefented the zealous 
and worthy writer of it with a complete fet of their traéts, 
bound in three volumes, for his own ufe, and with a fuitable 
number to be diftributed by him. ‘The committee have fince 
heard, that he continues, with unabating ardour and fuccefs, 
in the good work which he fo fingularly and happily conceived. 

JEWS. 

WE are informed that Mr. Jofeph Samuel C. F. Frey, the 
converted Jew, intends to preach a ftated le&ure at Mr. Ball’s 
chapel, in Jewry Street, London, every Saturday evening, at 
feven o’clock ; to commence the firft Saturday in July. 

It gives us unfpeakable pleafure alfo to learn, that it is im 
contemplation to collect together the converted Jews from dif- 
ferent parts of this kingdom, and from the continent (of whom 
more than twenty have already been heard of) and to form 
them into a Chriftian church. This important meafure, if 
practicable, may be the means of exciting among the pofterity 
of Abraham a fpirit of inquiry into the truth of. Chriftianity. 
It would afford alfo a refuge to thofe who, ‘on embracing the 
religion of Chrift, are ufually obliged to forfake father, mother, 
and fubftance ; and ‘we hope it would alfo tend to ftir up the 

zeal of thofe who are called Chriftians. 

A prayer meeting among a few converted Jews is already 
commenced; on-the Friday evening, at Mr. Frey’s apartments, 
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‘To the Rev. G. Burder, Secretary to the London Mijfionary Sr-'ty. 


Worcester, (Maf.) March 1, 1505. 
Rey. Sir, 


ACCORDING to the lateft information which I have re- 
ceived from your fide of the Atlantic, you are now in office as 
Secretary to the London Miffionary Society. It is ppon this 
fuppofition that I take the liberty to write to you. If lam 
under a miftake, you will eafily find an apology for me in the 
circumftances in which I am placed. Your Society has attrac- 
ted the notice of the whole Chriftian world: it has produced 
more extenfive and more permanent effeéts than you probably 
are aware: Its rife, progrefs, zeal, and difinterelted facrifices 
for the propagation of the gofpel among the miferable Hea- 
then, as exhibited in periodical publications in your country 
and in our own, have given a new and a powerful impulfe to 
that generous principle which unites and animates the whole 
body of Chrift. Yes, Sir, your zeal has provoked very many. 
Thoufands and thoufands, who, among us, are the followers of 
the Lamb, have been delighted with this reftoration of Apof- 
tolic enterprize to the religious world. The Miflionary fpirit 
has diffufed itfelf from your body. extenfively : it gathers aug- 
mented ftrength with the lapfe of time. May it {Spread far- 
ther and farther! and may its effects, in recovering {inners 
from. this apoftacy, be as glorious as the intimations of God’s 
word permit us to anticipate ! 

The Maffachufetts Miffionary Society, which I have the hon- 
our to ferve, is one among many voluntary affociations which 
have iately rifen up in this country, on the fame benevolent 
plan which gave exiftence to your Society. It was organized 
about five years ago: it began on a {mal] f{cale; its members 
were few, and its means fcanty ; byt the number of its mem- 
bers and patrons has been continually increafing; and its 
means, though they will bear no comparifon with yours, are 
now, and we have reafon to believe, upon a fair calculation, 
that they annually will be, adequate to important Muiflionary 
fervices. 

At the laf{ Annual Meeting, our Society unanimoufly elec- 
ted your Prefident an Honorary Member of our board of Truf- 
tees. ‘This will be underftood as a teftimonial of the high re- 
{pect we entertain for your Society, and for the gentleman who 
prefides init; of the intereft we take in the fuccefs of your la- 
bours, and our difpofition to co-operate with you in advancing 
the general miflionary objed. 


We 
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We earneftly wifh to be indulged with a correfpondence, as 
far as duties of greater importance will admit; and fhould be 
glad of an interchange of publications, as they may iffue from 
our Societies refpectively. 

If you fhould be pleafed to make any communications to 
us, you may rely that they will materially contribute to the 
general intereft you have in view. 

It is with inexpreflible fatisfaction that we hear of the great 
apparent fuccefs, which has attended the pious labours of our 
brethren in the South of Africa ; and-of the hopeful profpects 
which are prefented in New Holland, in the iflands of the Pa- 
cific ocean, and among the Hindoos. 

. May God Almighty watch over your Society, prevent all 
intermiflion of zeal, give a new {pring to your exertions ; and 
may thefe exertions have a more and more extended and pow- 
erful effect, introductory to that glorious period, when all thall 
know the Lord, from the leaft unto the greateft ! 

I am, Sir, with great refpeét, in behalf and by order of the 
Maffachufetts Miflionary Society, your brother in the gofpel, 

S. AUSTIN, Sec’y. 


———B + ae 


A Letier from a refpefable Clergyman in Alface, dated Nov. 3, 


1804. 
[From the Report of the British and Foreign Bible Society.] 


“ ACCEPT, my deareft friend, our moft unfeigned thanks 
for the fum of 30]. which you have tranfmitted to us, as a kiad 
prefent from fome Englifh friends, for the purpofe of purcha- 
fing and diftributing French and German Bibles among the 
poor inhabitants of our and the neighbouring villages, where 
four different religious denominations are to be met with ; 
namely, Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Reformed, and Baptiits. 
May God, for Chrift’s fake, impart his bleffing to this act of 
Chriftian benevolence, in order that his name may be glorified, 
and his kingdom come! | 

“ You will be glad to learn fome particulars refpecting the 
ufe which I intend to make of this money. | be 

- “T have ordered, and foon expect to get fifty copies of the 
French Proteftant Bible printed at ‘Batil, “ Though the type 
is rather too {mall for’country people, yet we have infinite rea- 
fon to blefs God for being enabled to procure even thefe. In 
the meanwhile, I have made a lift of fuch perfons as I confider 
moft deferving of fuch a prefent. Among the large number 
of individuals and families, to whom a Bible is a moit welcome 
prefent, ‘I firft put down fuch characters as are moft aétive in 
Pa Se oo Pe pA el promoting 
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promoting the Redeemer’s kingdom, and in doing good to the 
bodies and fouls of their fellow-men. 

“1. The firf Bible fhall be given as a prefent to Sophia 
Bernard, who is one of the moft excellent women I know; and 
indeed an ornament to my Parifh. While unmarried, fhe 
undertook, with the confent of her parents, the fupport and ed- 
ucation of three helplefs boys, whom their wicked father had 
often trampled under his feet, and treated in a manner too 
f'\ocking to relate, when (though nearly ttarving with hunger ) 
they dared to cry out for food. Soon afterwards, fhe proved 
the happy means of faving the lives of four Roman Catholic 
children, who, without her afliftance, would have fallen a prey 
to want andfamine. ‘Thus fhe had the management of feven 
children; to whom feveral more were added, belonging to 
members of three feveral denominations. She now hired a 
houfe and a fervant girl ; and fupported the whole of the fam- 
ly entirely with her own work, and the little money fhe got 
from the induftry of the children, whom fhe taught to {pin 
cotton. At the fame time fhe proved the greateft blefling to 
the whole village where fhe lived ; for it is impoflible to be 
more induftrious, frugal, clean, cheerful, edifying by her whole 
walk and converfation ; more ready for every good word and 
work, more mild and affectionate, more firm and refolute in 
dangers than fhe was. Satan fo enraged fome of her enemies, 
that they threatened to deftroy her old tottering cottage ; but 
God was gracioufly pleafed to preferve her. A fine youth, of 
a noble mind, made her an offer of his hand. She firlt refufed ; 
but he declared he would wait for her even ten years. When 
fhe replied, that fhe could never confent to part with her poor 
orphans, he nobly anfwered, “ whoever takes the mother, takes 
the children too!’? So he did; and all thefe children were 
brought'up by them im the moft careful and excellent manner. 
Lately, they have taken in fome other orphans, whom they are 
training up in the fear and love of God. Though thefe excellent 
people pats rather for rich, yet their income is fo limited, and 
their benevolence fo extenfive, that fometimes they hardly know 
how to furnith a new fuit of neceflary clothes. ‘l’o them L intend 
to give a Bible, confidering that their own is very often leni 
out in different Roman Catholic villages. 

“2. A fecond Bible I intend to give to an excellent woman, 
Maria Schepler, who lives at the oppofite end of my extentive 
parith ; where the cold is more fevere, and the ground unfruit- 
ful, fo that nearly all the houfeholders are poor people, who 
mutt lend their clothes to each other when they intend to go to 
the Lord’s fupper. This poor woman is alfo a very diltin- 
guifhed chara¢ter, in whofe praife I could fay much, were I to 
enter into particulars. Though diltreffed and afflicted in her 
x : own 
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own perfon and circumftances, yet fhe is a mother, benefactrefs 
and teacher to the whole village where fhe lives, and to fome 
nerghbouring diltri¢ts too. She takes the moft lively interett 
im all which relates to the Redeemer’s kingdom upon earth ; 
and often groans under a {fenfe of all the inroads made by the 
powers of darknefs. She alfo has brought up feveral orphans 
without receiving the {mallett reward, keeps a free fchool for 
females, and makes it a practice to lend her Bible to fuch as are 
entirely deprived of it. 

A third Bible-prefent I intend to make to an excellent widow 
woman, Catharine Scheiddegger, who is like the former, a 
mother to orphans, and keeps a free fchool ; as does alfo an- 
other young woman, who inftruéts little children, in a neigh- 
bouring village, in fuch knowledge as may render them ufeful 
members of human and Chriftian fociety. 

** I might eafily enumerate many more charaéers of a fimi- 
jar defcription, whofe eyes will overflow with grateful tears if 
they are favoured with the prefent of a Bible. J.et me, how- 
ever, only add this one remark, That it is neceflary, in our 
parts, to have a number of Bibles in readinefs to lend them out 
in the neighbouring diltricts, where all the people are Romar 
Catholics ; for if they poffefs a Bible of their own, they are in 
danger of having it taken away byefome blind Popifh priefts ; 
but if it is only lent to them, they are generally permitted to 
return It. 

“‘ Finally, farewel! May God be with you, with your con- 
gregation, and with all thofe kind friends, who have fo nobly 
come forward to our affiitance !” 

Stamford, June 18. An awful inftance of divine correction, 
of a nature which cannot fail to be admonitorily applied by all 
who hear of it, was experienced by a young man of this town 
on Monday lait. Whilft giving reins to the vehemence of paf- 
fion, and impioufly uttering the moft blafphemous expreflions, 
he was, by the vifitation of Providence, fuddenly ftruck dumb! 
Under this affliction, and in a Rate of mind, from remorfe and 
contrition, the moft deplorable, the unhappy man has remained 
ever fince his intemperate and wicked behaviour. 

Saturday, June 22, a large fair being kept at Wellington, 
in Shropthire, the houfe of W. Swift was opened for the pur- 
pofe of felling beer at the fair; but it was alfo kept open at 
night, for the purpofes of dancing, drunkennels, chambering, 
and wantonnefs. But, behold, the eye of a fin-abhorring God 
is fixed upon thefe midnight, or rather Sabbath morning, rev- 
ellers and blafphemers. Ann Swift, the miftrefs of the nee 
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and a partaker, in other refpeéts, of the iniquities of thefe fin- 
ners againft the Lord, after calling for damnation upon her 
foul, fuddenly exclaimed, * O Lord! O Lord! Iam dying!” 
and was inftantly removed into the world of fpirits, and hur- 
ried before the tribunal of that God, whom fhe was thus aw- 
fully difhonouring ! On the following Tuefday her corpfe was 
taken into the church-yard, amidft a large concourfe of people ; 
and the Rev. Mr. Eyton, the vicar of the parifh, who, in this 

articular inftance, read but a part of the burial fervice, ad- 
drefled the numerous attendants in a very fuitable and pathetic 
exhortation. On the following Sabbath, the Rev. Mr. Gaunt- 
lett, one of the curates of the town, preached a fermon in the 
church to a very thronged and attentive congregation, from 
Prov. xiv. 32, “ The wicked is driven away in his wickednefs,”’ 
&c. One of the men prefent at the death of Mrs. Swift has 
imbibed the principles of Paine’s Age of Reafon, and publicly 
profefles infidelity. Let the profane and prefumptuous, trem- 
ble at the jultice and holinefs of that God, againft whom they 
are finning, and adore his long fuffering and diftinguithing 
mercy for giving them time and opportunity to repent. 

We are informed that the collections in Wales, in aid of the 
Britifh and Foreign Bible Society, amounts to 21701. 11s. 6d. 
and a confiderable addition is expected. 


To the Editors of the Maffachs fetts Miffonary Magazine. 


AS it muft be pleafing to the benevolent to hear of the pro- 
grefs and fucceds of miflionary exertions, the following will be 
peculiarly animating. From June 1, 1804, to June 1, 1805, 
the donations and fubfcriptions for the ufe of the London Mif- 
fionary Society were fixty thoufand, nine hundred and ninety- 
three dollars, and thirty-three cents ! 


_— ie 


Donations to the Maffachufetts Miffionary Society. 


By a donation per Mrs. Morfe from Elizabeth Pratt, $8 
By do. per Winthrop Bailey from a nutaber of Students 
at Williams’ College, 45 32 


Dolls. 53 32 
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POETRY. 


a 
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ON THE FALL OF THE LEAF. 
His. leaf alfo fhall not wither.—Pfalm i. 3. 


Tro’ all the great ftorms and changes of time, 
The Chriftian’s fupported by grace that’s divine ; 
The God of his mercies he loves and reveres ; 
His leaf does not wither, he {till perfeveres. 


‘Tho’ often oppos’d while longing for heav’n, 
Yet ftill help and grace are conftantly giv’n ; 
This ftrengthens him much in the midft of his fears ; 
His léaf does not wither, he ftill perfeveres. 


‘Bereavements and crofles, temptation and fin, 
Opprefs him with grief, and fill him with pain ; 
But yet inthe midft of his manifold cares, 

His leaf does not wither, he {till perfeveres. 


As death is advancing, he often inquires 
What objec it is he moftly defires ; 

And finding ’tis Jefus, whofe image he bears, 
His leaf does not wither, he ftill perfeveres. 


; Thus, finners, from hence, learn how to be wife ; 
| Tis union to Jefus fhall raife to the fkies ; 
Whofe wifdom and goodnefs fhall then be difplay’d ; 
: Our leaf never wither, nor happinefs fade. 
C. B. 
Evan. Mag. 








